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TUNNELLING TO EUSTON

Two giant tunnel boring
machines (TBMs) named
Karen and Madeleine will
bore 4.5 miles from Old Oak
Common to Euston, providing
an underground link between
the two London HS2 stations.

In October, the Government
confirmed funding for the tunnels.
Engineers are assembling the
TBMs to dig the final stage of HS2
into central London.

Each 1,250-tonne TBM will launch
from an underground box at Old
Oak Common, digging and building
the tunnels as they advance.

They are expected to take around
one and a half years to reach the
railway’s southern terminus at
Euston.

Following tunnelling tradition, the
TBMs are named after prominent
women in history. One machine

is named after Karen Harrison,
the first female train driver in the
UK, based at Old Oak Common
depot. A mural dedicated to Karen
is situated by platform 2 in Euston
station.

Karen's sister, Marie Harrison, said:

“| can say with confidence that
Karen would have been delighted
to have this TBM named for her.
In many ways it reflects her
qualities of strength and
perseverance.”

The second machine is named
after Madeleine Nobbs, the
former president of the Women'’s
Engineering Society. She lived

Work updates
Network Rail station
Community benefits

from 1914 to 1970 and worked as a
building services engineer.

The Government is committed
to bringing HS2 to Euston and is
working at pace with partnersin
the area to deliver and integrate
four major projects: the new
high-speed rail (HS2) station, an
upgraded Network Rail station,
enhancements to the London
Underground station and local
transport facilities along with a
significant level of development.

Further details will be announced
by the Government in due course.

For more information please visit www.discovereuston.org.uk. If you have a question about HS2 or their works,
please contact the HS2 Helpdesk team on 08081 434 434 or email HS2enquiries@hs2.org.uk.
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COMMUNITY BENEFITS

The Euston Partnership, HS2, Network Rail, Lendlease, MDJV, SCSJV and Camden
Council have been working together to deliver a range of projects that will benefit
the community. Over the following pages, you'll find some of the projects that are
being delivered in your community.

Expanding National Temperance
Hospital gardens

A new pavilion and performance space has been
added to a temporary public garden off Hampstead
Road, designed with input from young people in
collaboration with social enterprise MATT+FIONA and
Fitzrovia Youth in Action. The six-metre-tall structure,
called ‘Reflect’, acts as a focal point for the space.
There has been a renewed commitment to youth-led
decision-making and co-production, reflected not only
in the planning and design but also in the physical
creation of this community space.

Maria Fidelis Gardens

Since May last year, Hopscotch, a local charity
empowering women, has managed the Maria Fidelis
Gardens on North Gower Street. The space features
growing beds where people can learn to cultivate
vegetables, fruits, and plants, while also serving as a
peaceful hub for wellbeing.

Euston Square Gardens
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The Euston Community Hub and an
upgrade to North Gower Street

Look out for the Euston Community Hub, run by

the Euston partners, opening this spring in the old
Maria Fidelis school, providing a vibrant space for the
community to work, play, meet, discuss and discover.
The hub will be an information point for the various
projects in the area as well as hosting community
events and activities.

Close by, Camden Council is also working with the
community to make North Gower Street greener,
safer, and healthier. Plans include better lighting, art
installations, living walls, and eight rain gardens to
absorb rainfall and improve air quality. High-quality
cycle routes will be maintained with improvements
expected by spring 2025.
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Local charity delivering a ‘Neighbourhood Makeshop’

Local Camden arts and community charity, Old Diorama Arts Centre (ODAC), has
taken up residence at the Annex at the old Maria Fidelis School on Starcross Street.

While plans for a HS2 terminus at Euston are being redeveloped, land acquired for the new high-speed station
is being temporarily repurposed and being turned into spaces for the local community.

ODAC is using the space to deliver their ‘Neighbourhood Makeshop' project in partnership with Camden
People’s Theatre (CPT), with support from Community Champions Regent’s Park (managed by Fitzrovia Youth
in Action) and Hospcotch. It's also home to the Drummond Street Artists collective of painters experiencing
homelessness.

The Neighbourhood Makeshop is a collaborative community space open for all who have dreams of DIY, are
inspired to upcycle, and want to get creative with craft. Responding to residents’ requests, it's a local workshop
with an extensive library of tools, specialist equipment and materials and a space to make. Twice-weekly free
drop in sessions facilitated by community artist Caitlin Strongarm provide a welcoming and accessible entry-
point to mindful making, tool use and DIY projects.

Daniel Pitt, Creative Director of Old Diorama Arts Centre said:

“Taking on the management of the Maria Fidelis Annex marks a next step for ODAC in both the range of
creative practices we can properly enable, and another step in the ways that we respond to and collaborate
with local residents to develop our programmes. We're delighted to collaborate with our Drummond Street
neighbours Camden People’s Theatre on this, serving our shared communities and pooling resources.

This ‘slightly-less loved’ space is exactly what we need to be able to offer more opportunities for creativity in
the area.”

For more information about the workshops head over to www.olddiorama.com/workshops

6


www.olddiorama.com/workshops

DISCOVER

EUSTON

COMMUNITY BENEFITS

Providing Camden residents with life changing skills

A new skills bootcamp designed to fast-track careers in construction has opened its
doors at HS2's Euston site.

Aimed at getting local people ‘job ready’ in just two weeks, the intensive course offers the full training and
accreditation needed to start work as a plant machinery operator.

The programme is free to Camden residents over the age of 19 and is designed to support those who are either
currently out of work or are seeking a career change to gain new skills which will help secure an opportunity in
the construction industry.

The initiative is a collaboration between Flannery Plant Hire, HS2 and its construction partner Skanska Costain
STRABAG (SCS), Camden Council and the Euston Partnership.

At the end of the fortnight's intensive training, successful participants will be offered a guaranteed interview
for a plant operator role and will receive a Construction Plant Competence Scheme (CPCS) card for the machine
categories they successfully completed the course on.

The training facility is located on Hampstead Road and is part of the Euston meanwhile use programme.
Local resident Fatima, one of the first to take part and who has since secured a job, said:

“I thoroughly enjoyed the two-week boot camp with Flannery. Not only did | learn how to operate two plant
machines, it felt great to be on the HS2 site. | am overwhelmed to have accomplished my ticket for the roller and
dumper. Doing the course has enhanced my confidence and knowledge for plant operations. Thank you all for
changing my life.”

To find out more about courses in the area, visit GoodWork.Camden.gov.uk, call 020 7974 5161, or email
escinfo@camden.gov.uk
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The Euston Partnership was established to better
integrate the four major projects at Euston:

The new high-speed rail (HS2) terminal, Network

Rail's redevelopment of the mainline station, a major
upgrade to the tube station and a new 60-acre
development of homes, offices, shops and open public
space managed by Master Development Partner,
Lendlease.

The Partnership brings together the four projects
alongside Camden Council, the Greater London
Authority, West Coast Partnership Development and
a number of key UK Government departments -
providing a single guiding mind for the entire Euston
Campus to ensure a collective effort to drive forward
the benefits for all Euston residents, workers and
passengers.
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EUSTON

PARTNERSHIP

Please contact us if you'd like a free copy of this document in
large print, Braille, audio or easy read. You can also contact us
for information in a different language.

This document is available as an accessible pdf online at
www.discovereuston.org.uk
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